
Claire Affleck Training: Riding Lesson Policies

Release of  Liability 
All riders must sign a release of  liability prior to mounting. 

Payment Policy
Payment for the riding lesson is due prior to mounting.  Payments may be cash or check.  We do not 
extend credit.  No payment will result no riding lesson. 

Cancellation Policy
If  you decide to cancel your lesson, you must give notice.  Any "no shows" will still be charged the 
normal lesson fee.  If  you arrive late to your lesson, your lesson will still end at the scheduled time. 
Extreme tardiness may result in losing your slot that day.
 
Weather
We teach rain, snow or shine. In cases of  severe weather, the student will be notified of  lesson cancella-
tions. 

Observing
Parents, friends and family are always welcome to watch lessons, and we always encourage parental 
support and involvement.  During a child’s first few riding lessons, they may be nervous and want their 
parents nearby. After your child has had several lessons, however, we do encourage you to allow them to 
grow in independence and confidence by giving them some “private time” with their instructor during 
their lesson. It is imperative that students remain focused on the instructor and on the horse for safety 
during their lessons.  Therefore, things like talking to the rider while they are in class are discouraged. In 
addition, children or siblings not participating in the riding lesson must be supervised by an adult.  Any 
disruptive behavior presents a safety hazard to the riders and those responsible may be asked to leave.   

Falling Off
Much like in learning to ride a bike, falls when riding a horse are inevitable.  It is important for the parent 
to remain calm because if  the parent reacts badly, it could upset the child.  The most important part of  
falling is getting back on the horse afterwards.  This helps regain the rider’s confidence and mentally 
pushes them past the incident. As the old adage says, “You’re not a rider until you’ve fallen off!” 

What to Wear
Riders should wear long pants such as breeches or jodhpurs, boots with a hard sole and a heel, and be 
ready to store any pocket-items (keys, wallets, phones, etc.) in a safe place — not in your pants pocket. 
Blue jeans and tennis shoes or any hard-soled boot are fine for your first few lessons. As you progress, 
your instructor will let you know what attire you will want to eventually purchase.
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Helmets
Helmets are required for all riders. We will provide a helmet if  you do not have one of  your own. All helmets 
must be ASTM/SEI approved. Bike helmets do not provide adequate protection for horseback riding.

Parking
Please park in designated parking areas only; the parking lot behind the horse barn or in the parking lot up 
near the house.  For safety reasons, parking on the farm road and in front of  barn doors is strictly prohibited. 


